
5/18/66 Telephone converslttion with D r .  M. Visscher 

D r .  Dennis: Hello, 

D r .  Visscher: Hellon Clarence 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

T e l l  m e  what's cooking, Maurice. 

Well, as of yesterday morning the Conrmerce Committee had a meeting 

Senator  Magnusom s a i d  t h a t  he wanted t o  ..postpone ac t ion  on the 

C o m m i t t e e  d r a f t  b i l l  because of the very l a rge  number of telephone 

c a l l a ,  telegrams and l e t t e r s m t h a t  he had received from the 

academic community and espec ia l ly  from some people whose judgment 

gkrlr he t rus ted  t o  ind ica te  it t h a t  the B i l l ,  p a r t i cu la r ly  with 

the Mdroney amendment would do grea t  harm. 

What's the Mdroney amendment, t h a t ' s  one tha t  I had not come across 

ye t .  

W e l l ,  t h i s  is Mike Monroney's in ten t ion  t o  put the l icensing and 

regulat ions of housing and c a r t  of animals i n  Research Laboratories 

under the  authori ty  of the  Secretary of Agriculture. 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: Oh boy, t ha t  would never pass, woutd it? 

D r .  Visscher: Well, I don't think so. 

D r .  Dennis No. 

D r .  Visscher: And he s a i d ,  t ha t  he was  ca l l i ng  a l imited public hearing fo r  a 

week from to-day, and he was going t o  i n v i t e  pa r t i cu la r  people t o  

come t o  give the  C o m m i t t e e  some advice. Now, off t he  record,  h i s  

C o m m i t t e e  Staff  indicated t h a t  he would appreciate  having some 

suggestions from us as t o  persons who might be ab le  t o  t e s t i f y ,  

both o i j e c t i v i e l y  And T. was not i n  Washington but Harry King, fie 

our new Executive Director ca l led  m e  and I made suggestions, 

pa r t i cu la r ly  of Deans, and Vice-presidents and Presidents of 

Universi t ies  whom I knew had knowledge of the  s i t u a t i o n  and could 

be counted on t o  give the r i g h t  s o r t  of testimony.&%hx1&i 
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Dr. Visscher: 
(cont 'd) 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r ,  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r  . Visscher : 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Yisscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

I mentioned f o r  example, Clark Wes.. . . . .who is a t  the  University 

of Kansas. I mentioned Herb Longenecker, who is  President  of 

Tulane. 

t o  him about the problems over the  telephone ... i n  f a c t  I got him 

Now Longenecker is a biochemist himself and I've ta lked 

t o  ge t  t o  work un the  members of the  Senate Commerce C o m m i t t e e  

a couple of weeks ago myself and he sen t  m e  copies of let ters 

that he had sent  t o  var ious people and he  got t h e  land grant  

col lege assoc ia t ion  and so f o r t h  involved i n  it. 

,Good. 

So, I know t h a t  he is a l r i g h t ,  then I thought I would suggest 

t h a t  Mixs~3.~. 
Mr. B.ronck 

a t  t h e  Rockefeller,  a person I know you hasn ' t  

paid too much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  but recent ly ,  he himself has ca l l ed  

m e  and wanted t o  do something and I think he does understand i t  now 

but  t h e  reason f o r  doing t h i s  i s  t h a t  Bronck who has b d  a 

grea t  dea l  of contact  with Magnusom, and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had 

done many things f o r  Magnusam and thought he could influence him 

d i r ec t ly .  As a matter of f a c t  I would'nt be surpr ised i f  it was  

p a r t l y  Bronck's i n f h e n c e  t h a t  changed Magnusom's views. I think 

h i s  views have changed. 

S A  
you think they have, good. 

Now, let 's see, who else, oh I th&ught Albert  5kdosdk skaawrr. 

You know, Albert  Simsnin. 
* ?  

N o .  

W e l l ,  of course, you know who he  i s ?  

Yes 0 

H e  is taking a very active p a r t  i n  Indiana and the  C o m m i t t e e  s t a f f  

jskmqkx f e l t  t h a t  Albert  Shaman would have a great dea l  of influence 
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D r .  Visscher: 
(continued) 

D r .  Dennis: 

Dr. Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r  . Visscher : 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

Dr. Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r  . Visscher : 

D r .  Dennis: 

with several members of t h e i r  committee. Inc identa l ly ,  the  Committee 

s t a f f  t he re  i n  Commerce is qui te  sympathetic with out viewpoint, 

Clarence . 
Is t h a t  so. 

kind of a 
How d id  they ever get  thag/show set  up before if t h a t ' s  

the case, anyway. 

yell ,  1'11 t e l l  you, they are ordered t o  do things,  but t h a t  doesn' t  

mean t h a t  they r e a l l y  approve of everything they are ordered t o  do. 

That's t h e  s i t u a t i o n  with regard t o  t h i s  hearing. W e  are not  going 

t o  be allowed t o  volunteer and 1-no one, and t h a t  is I am not going 

t o  t r y  t o  t e s t i f y  and I don't  Want Harry Kingland t o  t r y  t o  t e s t i f y  

because t h i s  w i l l  be j u s t  discounted as t h e  voice of t h e  same old 

record,  you see? 
a f t e r  

You know of course that H i l l  has  introduced &iws 

S3332 and there  are 12 sena tors  including Senator Kennedy and h i s  

brother  among the  12 who joined i n  introducing t h a t  adminis t ra t ion 

b i l l .  We think t h a t  was  i n  very good hands, and, with t h a t  number 

of co-sponsprs it w i l l  ge t  along p re t ty  w e l l .  

I f  we could get  both senators  Kennedy on it ,  you are probably a l r i g h t .  

Well, that's pwhch my fee l ing .  
lead 

And a f t e r  that/we have Neuburger 

on it. 

N o ,  he ' s  come a l l  the  way around. I 'll be darned. What about 

Javitz'l Is J a v i t z  with it? 

Beg pardon. 

Is Senator J a v i t z  on it too? 

N o ,  but I think t h a t  he has  been out of the  country, hasn ' t  he? 

Y e s .  H e  w a s  i n  Puer to  Rico or some place.  

I don't think t h a t  means t h a t  he  w i l l  go... 

H e  backed t h e  O'Brian B i l l ,  as I r e c o l l e c t  i n  New York. 
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D r  . Visscher : 

Dr. Dennis: 

Dr. Visscher: 

Dr. Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

Dr. Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher : 

Dr. Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

Dr. Dennis: 

D r  . Visscher : 

But t h a t  doesn' t  mean he can ' t  a l s o  put h i s  name on t h i s  because 

t h e  r i s k .  ..any very important reason why he shouldn't .  

A copy of tdch S3332 ava i l ab le  now? 

Y e s ,  they are, not i n  my off ice .  

I'll write down t o  t h e  Senate o f f i c e  bui lding,  I can ge t  some. 

Oh yes. 

It would be the Commerce Department, I suppose. 

Y e s ,  no, i t ' s  not the  Commerce. 

Committee of Labor and Publ ic  Welfare, 

They why are we fussing with Magnusom for?  

Because, h e ' s  s t i l l  got this other  . . , , ,dam b i l l  t h a t  he ' s  t ry ing  

t o  

Y e s ,  I see, O.K. 

Y e s ,  t h i s  i a  the  t rouble .  They are r e a l l y  messing things up fo r  us 

p r e t t y  badly, but  you can ' t  he lp  t h i s .  

bothered m e  very grea t ly ,  i s ,  and t h i s  is a l i t t l e  b i t  conf ident ia l ,  

use  it with d iscre t ion .  

No, I am not  sure .  

H e  is Director  of t h e  MI& Association of t he  American College. 

Under date of May 14th,  a statement about the  current  s i t u a t i o n  

t h a t  i s n i t  r e a l l y  qui te  cor rec t .  

S8322, 3c think is the  Magnusom B i l l ,  i s n ' t  it. 

I think t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Without t he  Malroney Amendment is= comparable t o  the Poage B i l l ,  

now i t  i s n ' t .  

Can't we ge t  him t o  change i t ?  

I 've ca l led  him on the  telephone and have wr i t ten  him a l e t te r  

asking him t o  do so, t o  send out. 

Lester H i l l  is Chairman of the 

New, the thing t h a t  has 

Robert Burson, you know who he i s ?  

H e  says,  t h a t  t he  Magnusom B i l l  

And t h i s  is q u i t e  an unfortunate thing. 

Unfortunately, he sen t  t h i s  out 
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D r ,  Visscher: 
(continued) 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

Dr. Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

D r  . Visscher : 

D r ,  Dennis: 

D r .  Visscher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

Dr. Vissbher: 

D r .  Dennis: 

t o  2,000 people, including a l l  the Deans and the d a m  thing is 

jus t  wrong. Now, what do you do about a thing l i k e  tha t?  

D o e s  h e  re fuse  t o  do it? 

He didn ' t  say. I don't  know j u s t  what t o  do. 

Well, i f  you w e r e  t o  send one t o  a l l  t h e  Dtanr, wouldn' t h a t  

But h e  says  f o r  u s  not  t o  communicate with the Deans. H e  wants 

t u  do  t h i s .  

W e l l ,  i f  h e  is incompetent, I wouldn't depend on him. 

W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  my feel ings.  I j u s t  don't  know what t o  think. 

W e l l ,  be that as it  may, we are i n  a l i t t l e  t rouble  there  with 

t h i s  i n f o r m t i o n  he  ha8 given, because I a m  a f r a i d  some of these 
m i s -  

Deans are going t o  w i r e  or write t o  Pembers of the  Commerce C o m m i t t e e  

t e l l i n g  them t o  pass 52322 without the  Mabconey Amendment, and 

a i s  wuuldnft  be good a t  a l l .  Because, f o r  example, i n  i t s  

present  form S2322 includes o ther  animals than cats and dogs 

and so fo r th .  

You are going t o  have t o  tatoo a l l  the  f i sh .  

Yes, but  we havenf t  got f i s h  ye t .  But, be t h a t  as it may, we don't 

want t h e  th ing  muddied. 

W e l l ,  I would think the  thing t o  do was t o  p in  dawn Burson, or  do 

yau know somebody who knows him w e l l  enough t o  do i t ?  

Well, I don't  know. 

President  of the  AMC. 

I think t h e  person who ought t o  do it is t h e  

Who is tha t?  

W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see, I go t  t he  o f f i c e r  l i s t e d  i n  the  book,.. 

W e l l ,  I got it he re  scrmeplace or  other  too 
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better contact wi th  such a man thab I. The President-Elect is Thomas B. Turner  
at Johns Hopkins. I've got the 1965-66 directory. I wonder when they change 
officers. 

Dr.Dennis: That's what  I have too on the shelf. 

Dr.Visscher: George Wolf of Tufts is the current  president in that book. The 
president-elect is Thomas B. Turner.  

Dr.Dennis: Turner ,  as I recollect, w a s  a consultant here at one time for  som 
teaching session that w e  have and I have an idea that Bob Moore knows him pretty 
well. I would suspect i t  would be a little more potent,if you would, i f  you'd call 
Bob Moore and I'll cal l  him also, and get him to call Turner  and get him to put 
the heat on Burson and get this straightened out before it's too late. 

Dr.Visscher: OK. I w i l l  cal l  Bob Moore. I'll do it now. 

Dr.Dennis: Do it right now. I'll w a i t  a little while and then I'll call. Is t h e r e  
anything I can do other than this? 

Dr.Visscher: I don't think so. 

Dr.Dennis: They don't want communications sent in for  the record, do they? 

Dr.Viszcher: No. I don't think so. 

Dr.Dennis: There's no point in  extra people showing up? 

Dr.Visscher: I don't see why. 

Dr.Dennis: You don't see that there's any point in i t ?  

Dr. Visscher: No. 

Dr.Dennis: Did you t a l k  to Alton Ochsner? 

Dr.Visscher: Yes, I did. 

Dr. Dennis : Did it do any good ? 

Dr.Visscher: No. I talked not only to Alton Ochsner, I talked with Mike DeBakey 
himself and he didn't agree  to say anything, and he didn't say anything. 

Dr.Dennis: There was one comment f rom him in the New York Times this morning. 

Dr.Visscher: I know. 

Dr.Dennis: That's the only thing I 've seen. 

Dr.Visscher: He w a s  asked by the NIH to do this yesterday and he made a good 
statement and told, I didn't hear  it and I haven't seen it anything in the newspapers 
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here, but Harry Kingman tells me that he made a good statement yesterday. But 
this w a s  unUer pressure  f rom NIH. He didn't do i t  f o r  Alton o r  fo r  me. It co r re s -  
ponds with your predictions . 
Dr.Dennis: That isn' t  a prediction, that's looking back, If there 's  anything I can 
do please let me know. I've got some mail on the way to you. Maybe i t ' s  arrived 
already, I don't know. 

Dr.Visscher: No, i t  hasn't. 

Dr.Dennis: It might help that Joel Baker/got hold of Senator Magnuson, and I've 
got copies of Baker 's  le t ters  that he wrote to me about i t  afterward. 

apparently 

Dr.Visscher: I'm sure that would do good. 

Dr.Dennis: I think he's  got it organized s o  that several  people are approaching 
him from Washington State, which should help. 

Dr.Visscher: Yes, OK Clarence, 

Dr.Dennis: Alright, good luck. Let me know if  there is anything I can do, 


